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RESOLUTION OF THE SECTION ON PREVENTIVE MEDICINE, 
AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 

Health administrators the country over have often complained of 
the failure of a certain proportion of the physicians practicing in their 
community to make prompt reports of cases of communicable dis- 
eases as required by law. Yet it is well recognized that nothing is 
more important in order that the health authorities may take proper 
steps adequately to safeguard the health of the rest of the community. 

The American Medical Association has repeatedly placed itself on 
record as binding its members to support public health work, and it 
is gratifying to learn that at the recent meeting of this association at 
Atlantic City the following resolution was adopted by the Section on 
Preventive Medicine and Public Health: 

Resolved, That the Section on Preventive Medicine and .Public 
Health of the American Medical Association recommend to the House 
of Delegates that it ask the constituent associations to consider the 
advisability of such amendments to their by-laws and to those of this 
association as will eliminate from membership any physician who 
willfully fails or refuses to comply with local or State laws for the 
prevention of disease, including especially the provisions in such laws 
requiring the reporting of cases of communicable disease. 

The enforcement of such an amendment to the by-laws as here 
proposed ^vould be of incalculable value to the public health move- 
ment. It would make it possible to bring delinquent physicians before 
a court /consisting entirely of their peers. This would make the 
American Medical Association insist that membership in the associa- 
tion depend on the faithful performance of the physician's duties not 
only to his patients, but to the public at large. 

The association is to be congratulated on thus squarely accepting 
the responsibilities placed upon its members. Such cooperation is 
indeed appreciated by health administrators everywhere. 



OBSERVATIONS ON THE BACTERIOLOGY OF INFLUENZA. 1 

By Edwin O. Jordan, Consultant in Bacteriology, United States Public Health Service. 

These observations were made upon (A) patients affected in an 
epidemic in the Student Army Training Corps of the University of 
Chicago, (B) civilian influenza patients in various hospitals in the 

' The author wishes to acknowledge his Indebtedness to Dr. J, F. Norton and Miss Elizabeth Areutz 
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